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THE NEW DOWNTOWNERS

Here they come. Who the heck are they?

They're moving into the housing Are there enough of them to fill all
popping up in downtown Columbio the new condos?

Bul who are they? Experts say that there are.

Mast have no children at home. Most And they tend to full info four
fikee to walk o wherever they're going.  categories:

BuILDING
Our
Ciry

Members of this lead-
ing edge of the haby
boom generation have
raised their children in
Columbia's suburbs aned

INSIDE

odfice or professional
agency. L":l in state gov- Who are
ermment these

Thoy want to walk 1o
the theater, restaurants, people?
bars and concerts,

They have money. And Page A1l

they're ready to spend it

URBAN OUT-OF-TOWNERS

Dwrtown Tiving ts pothing new to peo-
e whi miove here from bigger citiey

When they get johs in Columbia, they
automatically ook for downtown housing
and & cosmopolitan, pedestrian foel

They tend to be surprised there's not bet-
ter public transportation and mon: bakenies,
dry deaners and shopping,

Thiry do like the: cost of lving, what they
consider cheap housing, and the Three
Rivers Greenway,

THE CREATIVE CLASS

Thess are the young researchers,

RETIREES

Prices are rising on the

and more oul-c fie redirees enfrepreneurs and professionals who
mgfor cities kike Columbin, Aiken or will be drawn to USC's Innovista re-
A search district.

The creative cla mlnl: all the ex-
citement city life
the arts, ree
Thiy aren'l gokng 1o be satiafied
with barbecue and wings, college foat-
hall and country music.
They are highly sought after na-

e “halihacks" —retimees
imm the Morth who once would ha
miwed 1o Florida or the Gulf Ceast but
are leery of high prices, crime and
hurricanes,

lumbia s “halfway back® to their
old hames in the North.

They get mare home for the money tionully.
b o All they want i o great job and o
hip place 1o live.

>

Market called ripe for condos

INSIDE Out-of-towners and ivestos willbe s ¢ ON THE WEB
big part of the mix. But experts said most

The New of e units will be snapped up by local boby | Oline at
Down- boomens tired of the daily commute, thebig | WWw.thestate.com:
town: Cur ik yard and the big house in the suburhs. t Tour some of down-
graphic making r-[!hv\ "Yl‘t"ﬂli'r ~ croating i new The kids are grown. The bank account  © jown's premicr living
shows : wrban core of homes with river vi is flush. Andl, as the ielevision ad says. this | spaces: Kness Building,
where Viking litchens and short walks to work.  isn't & generation prone to rocking onthe | Capétol Places, Berry's
those new & fhe restaural The prt museum, fromt parch. t on Main, the Tapp's
condos A,000 units have been by They would mather rock in the city i Building, Vista Commons
and houses - v, aindd that doesn’ More than half af the buyers an ex H
are going mor expected 10 SPARg up pected to be “boomers coming back into Our interview with
in. arch distriet, the city,” saied fim Bermrdinell, vice presi- LR vimmarchar it naw
Page AB nifg o buy them? — — downtown resident Stella

Probably your nesghbeors, SEE CONDOS PAGE AB De Bode

NORTHEAST RICHLAND

Traffic
jams
plague
drivers

Residents say inconvenience,
frustration hurting quality of life

By JOY L. WOODSON

Iwoodson iéthestste com

near
ooording

Six eritical roads in \mmm Richlund
§ their capacity |

nsportation,
il residents, that translates

roads, Sparkiche r_vl.mr and Interstute 20, between
Alpine Road and Clemsan Road, efther were close to
|)|u|| capacity or already overloaded with les in
wocording to the s
he study also showed parts of Clemson Road
abave its capacity. That road recently was extended

ic jams?

rd 2000, 48.3 percent of all hous-
{mpg it pand County were in the North-
east. The Northeast aceounted for 67.2 percent of
Richland County’s population growth in that same
period.

But some fear growth could come to & screeching
halt unless something is done to mbdress the area’s
increasing znd. k.

rowih and wee
wan o contimee to netain pe n the communities
of (their) leaving be % 100 o
v got 10 addresy the road s, said C
Councik Val Hutchinson, who rep

JAMS PAGE ALE

S.C. companies
grow revenues
but not profits

The Palmetto 25 — South Carolina's larges:
public companies based on roevenues — would have
crucked the top 100 of the venerable Fortune 500 i
they had b mgh-wmp.mg I

nitl | ings with the
Securities and Exchange Commission — would
have mnked 113

Overall revenues for the top S.C. companics
$21.8 billion — were up by double-digh percentages

while their profits were down by even wider
propartions.

All but four of
the Palmetio 25
reported increased

than half posted

Improved profits.
,\«mpuhm-‘uu
analysis of South
Carolina's top
companies — from
reveres o profits,
emplaymoent o
oarmings per share -
featured in
Business, Page F1,
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& &
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THE NEw DOWNTOWNERS

THEBIG 4

Four nuajor residentinl projects dre
planned for downtown Columiin in the
next finw years;

BULL STREET
NEIGHBORHOOD

{No 1 in map at right)

The campus of the former state asylum on
Bull Street |8 envishoned as 4 pedestrian-
friendly erviromment with tightly packed resi-
dences. and hidden parking,

The acres i the langest single rrn 1]
[ .n lable in downtown in deca

A plan developed by New L rhanism guru
Andres Duany and his \haml -based firm, Du-

any Pliber-Zy

dential units of many v.n‘i $65 = froam oo
ments 1o singbe-family
square feet of n:i.ul.m.l.‘.-JMI waunn foet of
odfice space.

Thee plan also inchsdis the renovation and
rewse of about 4 dowen historic baildings, in-
chuding the keonic Baboock Building with ils
signatunt cupola. A contrad park around a like
winshd eve nln-ﬂl\r connect with the Three

lhepmpe rty is hefore the S.C.
upreme Court, which will determine whe
controls the property ind reaps the procesds
Troar the sale — the Stade Budget and Control

Board or & charitehle trust overseen by the
Mentul Health Commission.

he stitie will markont
the property to uv\\lrp.n.

CANALSIDE

{Ne 2 in map af right)

Charleston's The Beach Co, developer of
Kluwah Isdand, broke ground for the Z5-acre
i desvelopment bt week
comparny, headed by former S.C. Sec-
retiry of Commence Charlie Way, kst year
|1.1ul ‘the city $6 million for the old prison site

olumbia Canal, former home of the
Death Row. The city puxl ihe state £33
million for the property in 19405,

CanalSide will Featr: T30 residential units
of varkous ypes,

Midrise condominiums of up to elght sio-
ries high would fromg the canal. Apartments
worahd lime Humpton Street 1o the south
“Town houses would sit on efther side of Taylor
Street. And the developer would sell kis for
single-family homes along the narthem por-
tion of the sie

There would be commiercial space in the
Torm of lve-work undls al the neighborhood's
T: Street entrance and near the condos.
evedopmient abso will feature a broad “es-
pilanade” that will be a major pant of the Throe
Rivers Greenway.

KLINE CENTER
(Na & in map at right}

The ownier of the Kline fron and Steel Co.
site at Huger and Gervals stroets B planngng
an eighl-story complex of condos, olfices,
stores and a hotel

Jerry Kline's grandfather and great-ancle
founded the iron and metal company in 1923
He hus said thest whatever ks budl there would
bee his family's legacy.

A 1.3 million square feet, acoonding to oty
records, and an estimal
$120 million, the Kline

ing profect at one of the city's most high-pro-
file intersections.

Kline ard developers Holmes Smith Devel-
opments Inc. ervision 430 condominhums in o
comphex of up 1o elght slores s well g2
G000 square feet of street-devel retail along
Huger and lining a karge interior courtyard.

stary, 130-moom hotel. \|r|r|.>ll|.|l| 1 AN cars.
will be able to park in underground and con-
craubed garages.

A walkowary will bead to the sdjacent State
Museum and the Three Rivers Greenway.

USC/GUIGNARD
MASTER PLAN

(No 25 in map al right)

More a viston than a project, LISC and the
‘Guignard family urveiled sweeping plans in
April for the school's reearch ca impies ard 500

acres of the city center — although USC and
the family own less than half of the land.

[h-w)op«! bry Sarcakii and Associates, the
pilan would give the city a new “front yand™ a
A5-acre, S‘s.u million riverfront park that woulkd

The pmk wnn!d ooat the: lon's share of the
$109 million in public money needed for
rosnds, water and sewer and other infrastnuc
ture. Planners hope most of te money would
oo from federsd grants, althowgh city and
county taoxpayers would likely be asked 1o chip
in oo well

The master plan calls for 3,000 new condos
and apartments as well as stores and offices

1 iffickals hope will kelp attract re-
dents .Jnd companics in its [nno-
ch i

i.mul\ whlch s
more thin 100 acres rl[ undeveloped riverfront
land between Gervats and Caiawha streets.

The park, planned for the flocd plain of the
property, would feature two footpaths, a
marsh with boardwalks, a grassy amphitheater
and the reflooded souathern tip of the Colum-
hia Canal.

— Jeff Witkinsaon

THE STATE, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

DEVELOPMENT, NUMBER OF
'RESIDENTIAL UNITS (AND STATUS)
D Bull Street 1257 (Arrounced)
€D CanalSide 750 (Announced)

e Renaissance Plaza /7
{Built/Announcad)

© city Club 54 (Announced)

WWW.THESTATE.COM

and single-family homes in downtown Columbia

Developers have built, announced, or are

The New Downtown

ing town houses, condominiums
hese 24 projects would account for

nearly 4,000 residential units. Future developments within LESC's master plan
area could bring an additional 3,000 downlown residences

(@ Justice Square town houses
12 (Buit

© covernar's Hill

Arsenal Hill ©
o T (Announ

() The Battery at Arsenal Hill

44 [Ann

Q Kline Center 50 {Announcad)
(D) Main Street Lofts
[Tapo's bullding) 42 (Built)
() Capitol Places |
(Keess building) 31
Ocullul Places Il
er B

20 (Bt & {To be buil)

@ l:apw Places Il
0 Cagitol meem

(Basringer building)

Capitol Places ¥

(1520 Mai

© Ganal Dime 2
@) e Pavillion 2
(D) Parkside Condos &3 (Eult)
) Vista Commaons 154 |

) Vista Lofts 2

@)m;mm

53 {Under cons!

o
@ Village at Nmall

29 (Under

development)

‘Massive move downtown’ likely

dent of Robert Charles Lesser

& Co., 1 Washington, D.C-
asexd real estate advisory firm.

The firm researched the Co-
lumbia market for The Beach
Cor., which broke ground for the
T50-umit CanalSide development
last week.

“It's the leading edge of o
huge market, and they have o
Iot of wealth,” Berurdinelli said
from his Atlanta office. “Birm-
ingham, Nashville, Charlotie —
five years ago all these cities
wene in the same boat {as Co-
lumbia now). And what we've
seen is o massive move down:
Town”

BROAD, DEEP MARKET

24 (Built)
{Buitf)

1 Main

(Built)

1 {Announcad)

uilt)

Corstder this: OF the about
200,000 househokds in Richland
and Lexinglon counties, lpss
than 25 percent are married
with children at h 000
ing 10 the 2000 LS

The numbers “are surprising
ot first,” said Harry Moy of Mi-
Bey und Associates, a Columbila-
based economic development
cmhullmf firm. “But they're
rigl

'I'Iul deflates the contention
that the downtown housing
muarket will suffer because of
concerms ahout  inner-city
schools

And 3,200 more households
are expected 10 be udded 10 the
et mix euch year os the US,
population continues 1o mose
Sauth.

S.C. sale demographer
Mk MacFarkne said the mim.
ber of howscholds in Richland

lowm Il\'mp, and Gen Y hipsters.
What you've got is & marks that
s ot only broad, but decp, Be-
rurdinelli said

and 1 Il s grew 1o
abioul 216,000 by 2003, but the
percentage of married house-

SEE mlm.: A9

The Vista was once a bustling cod-
ton warehouse district and commercial

ruilroad terminal
But by the 14
dlined severel

Tiks, the wrea had de-

White flight in the 1960s, brought
on by school integration, and eonstruc-
tiom oif the interstate highvay system

spurred a move to the suburbs, con-
In'huling toy the general decay of down-
fown.

Neglect, deterioration, and a down-
turn in the economy also plagued the
warchouse district as Columbia turmed
her back on the riverfront.

In the earty 1950k, however, several
husiness owners, inspired by the late
Mayor Kirkman Finday, dubbid the
arca “The Congaree Vista™ and created
the Congarce Vista Guikl

“These business awners were joined
by artists who pledged their time and
risources 1o reabilitating the Vists us
Colurmbin's art and entertainment hub.

Slewly things began to cl

The Stuse Museum becume
chor tenant in 1988 with the renc
of the old Cohambin Mills textile mill.

Anel a special tax disidc funncked
area propeny tes ino majos infra-

Brooks Hearn, 20, and ?

sinsciure projects, including Finlay
Park wnd the strectscaping of Gervais
Strest

Private money followed public

A brief history of the Vista

LT ——— “
ike Mewborne, 21, talk outside the Art Bar
during Artista Vista last month,

mony,

Restaurunts, ot gallerics, creative

agencies, retudl shops, and antique

dealers moved in, rencvating the obd

pr— e
Downtown workers walk to restaurants during lunchtime. At nsFI-: the area springs
o life again as people head for restaurants and

hars,

warehouses and train stationg — pre-
serving the district’s eclectic feed for o
cals while creating an upscale desting-
tion for visitors,

Today, the Vista ls vibrant, with

maore than 45 restaurants and bars and
more than &0 an galleries and specialty
shops.

Columbia's newest additions —
J5C's Colonial Center arena and the
Columbia Metropolitan Convention
Center — shape the Vista's southem

ary,
The Publix grocery, in the historic
Confederate Printing Plant, has helped
usher in o new era of residential devel-
opment. Thousands of new town
‘howsts, condominiums, single-family
‘hames and apartments have beon built
or are planmed,
. mearmvhibe, his announced
pum for a itious redud] and resi-
dential district around its planned e
seirch campus, The district’s coown
jewed would be s rverfront park south
of Gervais Street, 1 would be the
Rargest park in the clty, ringed by con-
daminiums and linked to revived rver
Tarbirgs.

Courtesy of the Vista Guild

FOR MORE COVERAGE, GO TO www.thestate.com
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‘halds with children remained the

sam, less than 25 percent.

With those numbers in vour hip
pocket, turning 4,000 in-own units
doesn’t seem quite as daunting s
challerge, espectally when you con-
‘sider that many of them are already
sald

STRONG DEMAND

Park an the West Co-
Tumbia Riverwalk is a good indi-
cation of the demand

Developer Wade Caughman
suld all 53 lots for single-family
homes in 40 days, at some of the
‘Tighest prices ever scen in the Mid-
lands — $160,000 to $325,000 for
one-ienth of an acre.

©On the Columbin side, Caugh-
man's City Club condamirium and
lown house project on Gervais
Stroet, seross from the e Mu-
seum, bs all but sold out — anly
nine of the 54 units remain

There, pre-sold units went for
as much as $815,000, complete
with plans for 10-foct ceilings,
Brazilinn cherry wood Aoors and
elovators.

Although J)nn:a begin @
S300,000 10 S550,000, mest af the
units pro-sodd for 775,000

However, those prices ane ex-
cepiional because of the proximity
1o the river — and its recrzational
opportunities and views

“The stuff with thee true river ofi-
entation garmers the highest prices
= 25 to 30 percent higher,” Berar-
dinedli said “You have to be care
ful in this market not to price
things too high. You want product
in the price points of $200,000 10
$350,000, bocause thats the deep-
st part of the markel ™

Caughman said almost all his
1y fram Cotumbia
“The luke. Spring Valley. Heath-
=id “They want o get
closer 1o downtown and the pulse
Less yard. Less maintonance.

“There's plenty of maney in this
tow, bt they spend it everywhere
«lse — Charleston, the coast,” he
sadd. “People haven't had anything
quaslity to prirchsse (dowrniown) be-
fare"

CONVENIENCE

Lasry and Ann Millor made the
move from Forest Acres 1o the
Wiest Bank

They bought a prime kat a2 Cone
gares Park, and built o house with
unmatchod views of tha Conganoe
River ard, in winter when the
Ie.wu are gone, Columbis's sky-

ﬂ]nlh&-mhm Ir's  parade
of boats,” Ann said. “And it's in-
credsble bow many people walk on
1he riverwalk.

=1 had never boen on th river-
winlk,” she sajd *But we saw it and
it appealed 1o us. We decided in 24
hears 1o buy the lot™

But the view was only hall the
Incentive. The other was conve-

nience.

Both work downiown — Ann i
a real estate office and Larmy as an
asset managur and financial plan.
ner

The exterior
of the
Palmetio
Building at
1400 Main
St leatures
historically
significant

architecture
and fixtures.

Adena Giamberding, a l."v(. media arts student and a
ne Art on Lincoln Street d

“Nelther one ol us wanis to
commute,” Larry said. *We don’t
warst 1o drive "

Theey both leve cooking and eat-
ing ot <<, the blossoming of

]

otographer, looks at one of the displays of Incal artwork at Cameo
ng the Artista Vista gallery crawl last month.

WHERE PEOPLE WANT TO LIVE

A recent survey shows the 5.C. cties whese people
w0l

in the pagt
{ow yoars was also an aftraction

*I's the Hifestyle of being able to
walk to places,” Ann said “We can
walk to New Orleans (restnurun),
Cafe Strislel, Manga Mangii "

CITY LIFE

The term for the Millers' move
& infra-migration — from ono area
of the city o region fo other

The ather side of the intra-mi-
gration coin i Paul and Jean Dens
man.

Paul, originally from Hamp-
shire, England, and Jean, & Dalles
native, moved 1o Lawrens 26 yoars
ago 1o take care o aunt
They both fourd good jobs in the
small town and stayed

But & yearnirg for ity life never
loft. When thoy retired last year,
they moved to o condominium in
& renovated building on Main
Sareet, 1t's lined with books, origi-
mal ant and mementos of their life
together

“We fantasized nhout London
ar Mew York but couldn't afford it,”
Jean sakd “We kooked a1 Asheville,
but having the USC campus here
ourweighed the good  rthings
Asheville had o offer. And
Greerville didin't hin a theaser that
sheawed ani films™

Jean, a former USC Union
reacher and sdministeator, said
having so many young people
arpurd was an pitraction.

*1 want 1o see what they are
wearing and doing now that I'm

WHERE THEY END UP

01 thos who ackally maved fo 5.C. Gtes. mast moved ta Columbia

fer bo v Chvrleston lops the st Columibia ranks S

NEW ARRIVALS

Bt intra-migration & only half
the ssory. The ceher hall is new res-
idonts — or in-migration

Columbia's Pat Misson has been
studyirg human migration patterns
I the Carolinas for more than 20
years through his Center for Car-
olira Living

Theough questionnaires in his
Carclina Living visitors magazine,
he has surveyed 50,000 new ar-
rivals sbout why they moved here.

He estimates 150,000 people
will move to (he stale next year.

While the majority st
Chasheston as thelr prefermed place
T move, whn i comes time 1o sel-
the down, mare people chocse Co-
lumbia, Mason's research has
shown,

The ressons are thit jobs are
more avallable and ¢ ks more
affordable. And it's still close
enough to the mounting or the
beach for day rrips.

That trend should increase as
downlown Columbia bocomes
mixre cosmeapolitan and the cost of
Iivirg on the osst continises o e,
Mason said

“We didn’t have them (moving
downiown) befare because there
wis 1o plsce for them to live,” he
said. “Fve been blown away by
wehat's going an in Columbin, W
ane like the Fourth Ward was in
Charlotte 10 years agn ™

ot an the university,” she said
The Denmans' inierests ncluds
art films (she is on the board of the
Nickelodeon theater), trips 1o the
urt musseum and dinimg an places
like Gervais & Vine, Hampion

b Cyster Bar.

“And har-hopping expeditions,”
Paud said with & grin. “We met in
a pub in London, and we stll go o
bars together.”

Amaong thelr favoriies Kellys

One of the new arrivals is
Chuck LeMark, a Denver native
who moved here from Florida 1o
wark at the Cultural Council of
Richlansd and Lexington Counties.

LeMark lives in an apariment

Street Vineyard, Motor Supply and

and The Whig

Main Streel. first known as Richard-
son Street, was part of the original two-
mibe-seqesre grid of streets established in

anned state capital of Columbia in

Assembily Stroet, named in honor of
the General Assembly, and Senate
Street, named in honor of that body.
wero intended fo be the main strocts.

However, Assembly Street was often
Aooded or muddy. So moss businesses
located on Richardson Sireet. Gervais
Srreat proved more important than Sen-
ato bocouse it Jed 1o the ferry crossing
o the Congaree River.

When the State House was built in
1788, pverrs and boarding houses
pupped up for visitons durhg the begisly-

B_»f the early [800s, Richardson
Street became the hub for businesses
linked 10 the state’s cotton trade. The
street was paved and [lluminated with

lights.

On Feb. 17, 1885, Gen. William T,
Sherman and his Union army entered
Columbia. The combination of high
wind and large volumes of sored cotton
and liquor led 1o several fires, some set
intentionally. The flames engulfed marn
than 400 buskdings and destroved & 35-
block area.

Mam Street recovered, and hy the

In a renovated bullding on Main

SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2006 A9

Sareet. He fs looking for a condo or
fown house downilown

“I walked around and fell in
bove with this place,” he said “You
hawve blues right there st Mac's On
Main. Jammin' Jova The (art) mu-
seum. It was a no-brainer™

LeMark is an art aficionado
who, thugh his job as the cultural
council’s director of development.
5 workirg 1o Install art throughout
downitown

ez absor diocsn own @ car, @ rar-
ity in Cobumbia for those who can
afford one. He cites philosophical
cancerms about the environment.

“1 live dewmtown, and 58 per-
cenl of my meotings are down-
town,” he said 5o | wanted to
walk the tallc™

PIONEERS

LeMark’s landlord, developer
Tom Prioreschi, is & pioneer in
downtown living along with part-
ner Ron Mohling.

The farmer New Yorker has re-
diveloped five buildings on Main
Sareet, creating 167 apartments or
Ralts in same of the ciy's mon: ven-
erable buildings, starting with the
Kress Building in 1998

e also has rencvated the Bar-
ringer and Silver's bulldings,
among others.

Prioreschi views downtown liv-
ing as both environmentally snd
wconomicully beneficial 1o the iy
233 whole

“In-fill devolopment.” as it s
called, requires Title or no addi-
thonal fnfrastructure such s roads
or sewar and wi ines. And il
takes cars off the highways, re-
ducing air poliution and additional
experditiores of nx meaney for road
projects

“Those are the stealth sprawl
costs.” he said. “People are be-
«coming more and more aware of
those costs and ore responding 1o
i And it’s the responsibility of de-
welopers to respond to that.™

St he admited that people in-
terested in the environment, en-
teriainment and convenience are
in the minority in Columbia’s hous-
ing market.

The number of units being built
dowmiown seems large, but Pri-
oreschi estimates it i only about
1 percent of the greater Columbia
mial estate marke!

“But if 10 percens of the people
in Cotumbiia choose 1o live down-

‘CREATIVE CLASS'

A largo part of that 10 percent
is expected to be the “crestive
clnss® of researchers and others
who will move 1o Columbia il
UISC's ambitious plans for a down-
town research district come to
fruition

Stella de Bode Is one of those
people:

She is a USC medical research
sciontist studying children who
have had one side of their brains
removed duse b seizures. A native
of Lavin, de Bode moved here
from Sants Mondea, Calif, where
sho was a researcher ot UCLA.

SEE CONDOS PAGE ALD

A brief history of Main Street

ot
The National Loan and Exchange Bank Bullding on Main Street

tury, the sibe's first “skyscrapers,” the
Barrirger Buiiding (1903), the Palmeno
&ll]dlrg{i!)l.’i! and the Columbés
Building (1914}, were built. Scores of
businesses, movie theaters, shops, bars

:Iukd electricily an sirectcars
Bruring the first halfl of the 20th cen-

shadow of its former sof, with many of
s former landmarks vacant oe nof de-
veloped to their highest potential

Al the dawn of the 215t century,
Main Sireet's forunes have rumed

and restaurants sprung up around them.  again
By 1918, the stroet was known as Surviving buildings are buing con-
IEain Street. wverted inso condominiums and apart-
Main Streel’s growth continued until — ments for an influx of new downlown
me!umsani]ﬂ anm‘an} i reshdents. And new office high-rises
subarban mafls that  such as the Meridian Building an:
rﬂcmd larger stores and easier parking.  changing the skiyline once again

By the 1580s. Main Street was &

i
— Coairtesy of Historie Columbla

FOR MORE COVERAGE, GO TO www.thestate.com

&



ALQ SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2006

A10 FULL

CYAN MAGENTA

BLACK

THE STATE, COLUMRBIA. SOUTH CARCLINA

THE NEw DOWNTOWNERS

OLYMPIA DEVELOPMENT

Downt()\m South

While the real estute market is boomin,

soemed wnlifeely —

THE MILLS

The Olympia and Granby mill villages, tucked south of Colum-
Dia's downtown, have nwaited rehabilstation since their 100-year-old
textile mils closed in 1596,

Now, the historic Granby Mill has been tramformed into 146
high-ceilinged Iofts by Philadelphia dovelaper Ron Caplan. With th
units 45 percent occupied, the developer s working 1o complete the
restoration of the larger Glympia Mill noxt door.

Caplan also s buying city-owned parking bots in the area, which
e imtends to transform into shops and other retail space

Alsa, Five Points businessman Richard Burts has extended a
coptract 1o buy the Gallery 7o building on Whaley Street. He has
nat announced his ideas for the building.

Burts’ partmer in the project, Roben Lowis, & local preservation-
{1 and artorney, plans to convert the old Granky Mill sdministration
huilding and parking bot into olfices, stores and housos

[ devels na couple of places that ance

[rv Olympia uml E.mrlb\. |r||JI villages and uruumf L\ |JI|<|ms».§r|w Stodim.

WILLIAMS-BRICE

A hew type of housing is being bisilt around Williams-Brice St
dium,

Cockominums.

A Houston-based devedoper i building 188 condos geared to-
ward USC foothall fans on & Shop Road site once eyed for a home-
less shedtes.

The Gates at Willisms-Brice is the founth — and largest — res-
deritial progect announced this year for the mestly industrial area
around the stadium. It brings 10 478 the number of residential units
goared toward the Gamecock faithful

The others are:

B The 112-unit Caroling Walk development on South Stadium Road
B The S6-umit Spur at Willinms-Brice project on Bluff Read

W The 102-1nn Stadium Village Lofts warehowse redevelopment
project on Berea Road

WWW.THESTATE COM

CONDOS

FROM PAGE AS

USC has better facilities; it's cheaper
for the children's families 10 come here
for therapy. and USC provides addiional
money for her research, she said

Bart after 200 years in Santa Monica —
“It was as downtown and urban as it
could get,” she says — de Bode is sul-
fering & bit of culture shock

“I wish Columbis was more cos-

mﬁlnnn. sh said
Bode bought o $240,000 condo in
Renaissance Plaza on Lady Street

“It's presty cheap,” she said. “For the
same amount of money | am paying for
Fmy very mice two-bedroam hesury conds
in Renakssance Mlaza, | would be able fo
buy a one-bedmom in Santa Monsca ™

Hier conde shoukd be ready by August
In the meantime, she and ber 14-year-
old son are living in the Vista Commans
apartments on Pulaski Street

“I don't lke suburbs,” she sakd *1
want 1o be closer to the action. Closer to
Five Points, 1o the Vista, to life, to msic,
the theater. From downtown, | walk o
all these things. We walk everywhers.”

Her downtown faverites: The Factory,
n gym in the Tapp's budlding, and the
mew Clowd Nine market on Gervais.

“They have a good selection of choco-
late,” she said, “T'm happy.”
INVESTORS" IMPACT

But de Bode Is concemned about the
empty storefronts in the live-work units
on Lady Stroet

Irvestors have purchased many of
those unity, and o sumber sit empty. The
developor attributes the vacancies to
sreetscaping problems on Lady Street

But many peogle an: concerned that
sales pumbers in the overall market are
being inflased by imviestors wanting so get
i o the ground floor of Columbia’s bur-
geoning market and they might not be
eecupbed by homeowners fof years.

“The land banking (purc] hasing for in-

westmanl purposes) that ks going on is
wnbelievable,” sxid Caroling Living's Ma-
wan

He said the new units are popalar
with investors fof the same reason real
estate always has been desimble: It will
probably go up, especially in o growing
city.

“lmvestors would meher soe dirt” than
take chances on the stock marker, Ma-
san said.

Deveboper David Brynnt of Metropol-
itan Development [nc_, who partnered
with Ben Amold’s Amold Cos. on the Re-
naissance Plaza project. said onlky about
20 percent of the umn were purchased
by investors — WJ e live-work: umits
— and they likely will become bong-term
rental units.

Berartdinelli said most developers will
cap the number of investor purchases
“hecause they don't want their projects
to it empty.”

All the Ive-work wnits at Renadssance
Flaza have been sold, Bryant said, But
some still are empty, he said, because of
the Lady Street streetscaing project

“Residents and tenants have beon
show o move in because there is 2 con.
struction zoew outside of their window,”
b said

Bryant, Caughman and other devel-
opers intervivwed, however, are looking
for more land 1o bulld more peojects. And
out-of-state devebopers are starting to be-
coame interested

“They believe Columbia s an un-
tapped market,” said Fred Delk, execu-
tive director of the Columbia Develop:
ment Corp., 0 public-private parmership
that seeks investment for the Vista. 1
hear that over and wri

Catzghman and other developers said
the stakes will rise as land becomes
scarce and outside intepests come in,

But he predécted po shorage of peo-
e who will buy if the product and prices
are right
“We're in our infancy.” he sald

Reach Willeinson at (803) 771-8405

Bruce Bahr, left, formerly of New York City, and Vi

oG
inia and Gu i
walk downtown disring the Urban Avcess: Main Street Living Tour It month.

Betsy Newman, who Hves downtown, loads her car with groceries
after shopping at Publix in the Vista kst week,
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BABY BOOMERS
LARRY and ANN MILLER

Agest 55 and 53, respectively .
He is a financial adviser,

ahe i 2 real estate executive
Matve of Nskayum, N, and ot I
Miss.. respectively, bt ress-
amls of Columbia area for more than

M te: A riverside home in West
Calumbia from Forest Acres; slightly
different from some in this category be-
cause they moved from a conde 1o a
single-farsity home. L |
Interests: Cooking, eating cet, relaxing
at home

Likes: No commute, walkifeg 10 restu-
rants, views of the river and the skyline,

West Columibia Kiverwalk —

Wants: More restaurants, specialty foed (8

shops, high-erd grocery store /I

Faverite places: Mangia Mangia, Cafe |~ /

Strudel, New Cricans restnurant
Quode: *It's the lifestyle of being sble o

walk 10 places

PHITOGRME BY JLL FICHAAD S RCHART

Ann and Larry Miller prepare dinner for friends at their home in Congaree Park.

RETIREES
PAUL and JEAN DENMAN

Agges i and &2, respectively
2 He i a former bank offi-

cial she s 3 former university instruceor

and acministrator.

Mative of: Hamgshire, England, ard Dal-

s, respectively, bt residents of Lairens

fiar 26 years

Moved to: Main Stroet condo from fam-

Iy hoeme in Launens

Imberests: Art films, bocks, dining out,

wine: club, bar hopping, the university

Liloes Young people. abundant restau-

s, ity vibe

Wanta: More retail shops. downiown

First-run mevie theater, convenience:
store

Favorite places: The W
Hunpocm Street Vineyard, Nickelodean

m “We fantasized about Londan or
New York, but coaldn’t afford it We:

Iooioed at Asheville, but hinving the USC
mpmmewmm the good things
Asheville had J

Jean and Paul Denman enjoy a night out Tuesday at The Whig on Main Street.

CREATIVE CLASS _L |i l__L LL

STELLA DE BODE

m.\ USC medical research

scientist studving tharapy methods for

children whvo have had one side of their

brains removed due 10 seirures; 3 workd
leader in the

Mative of: Latvia

Meoved to: Lady Street condo from
Santa Monica, Calif.

Intarests: Travel, ant, raising her son
Likeas Her job, inexpenisive housing
Wants: Shadier and more walkable
streats, French-style cafes, mmusic shops,
bookstores

Favorite places: The Factory, Gervals
& Vine, Mellow Musshroom, Cloud
market

Quaoter *] don't like suburts, | want 1o
b closer to the action. Closer to Five
Prants, to the Vista, 1o life, to musac.”

—
bulla De Bode, right, and friend .i\mIv Budovitch walk down Lady Street last week. De Bode is plannlng
to move into a new condo at Renaissance Plaza,

UREAN OUT-OF - TOWNERS
CHUCK LEMARK
Age: 54

"Top Dollar

Mast downtawn developments will offer
a range of prices and hewsing stytes fo
appeal io a broad array of peopli.
o far, the prperties bringing some of
ihe highest prices e

W Congaree Park on the West Co-
lumbia Riverwalk sold single-family
lots for the highest prices ever reg-
Istered in the Midlands, up to
$325,000 for one-tenth of an acre
W Single-family houses on Gover-
nors Hifl that sold for up to
$500,000 five years ago could sell
now for up to $1.5 million, real
estate experts said.

W Developers of the proposed The
Laofts at Printers Square, planned
for the Eye on Gervais location on
Lady Street, have announced they
will offer a penthouse for $1 mil-
lion.

W The City Club development on
Gervais Street across from the Ed-
Venture children's museum presold
a town house for $815,000. The
avernge price of a unit there is
£775,000,

W Three-story live-work units in Re-
naissance Plazn on Lacy Street sold
recently for up to $500,000. They
are now being resold for

$600,000.

W A Main Street condo on the third
floor of the Canal Dime Building is
for sale for $597,650, the highest
price so far on Main.

Pl PETCERAPATHE BTATE
Picnickers enjoy the ambience of the
Three Rivers Greenway near the Gervais
Street bridge.

Downtown —
Attractions

The denwntown area — the Vista, Main Street,
the West Bank and the riverfront — are
becoming an attraction for many people seek-
ingt the excitement and amenities of bigger
cithes, Some things drowing them:

W Columbla Museum of Art

B Main Street bars, restaurants and coffee
shops, such as The Whig, Mac's on Main,
Hennessy's and Jammin' Java

W Nickelodeon theater

Directee of develop
for the Cultural Council of Richland
2ol Lexington Counties

Native of: Dermer

Moved tot Main Street apartment from
Penisaceds, Fla.; looking 1o biy & down-
Aown eoedo

Intorests: Art, music, dining. the eovi-
ranment

Likesz Direction the city s heading,
growth of the ants

Wanks: Belter public transportatian,
more wallcable stréets, mone pabilic art,
sidewnlk cafes, shops in Main Street’s
empty storefroets

Faorita places: Mac's On Main, Jam-
min’ Java, Miyo's. Hermessy's

CQuscite: “Crossing & street here is like
trying to cross @ rging river. | ke my

lifee i priy hands.”

{“hnck LeMark and real estate ngv.-nt Vi]l Sashikant tour a home under construction downtown, LeMark
o buy a downtown condo or lofL

W Professional theater and dance companies
like Trustus Theater
B Vista bars, restaurants and coffee shops,
such as Kelly's, Gervais & Vine, Rhino Room,
Art Bar, Motor Supply Co. and Nonna's
W Cosmopalitan neighbors

Iniversily events, such as student and fac-
h:hna concerts and shows at the
“enter and the Koger Center, lec-
tures and recitals
W More and better housing
W State Street bars and restaurants like Man-
gla Mangia, Cafe Strudel, House Coffee (for-
merly The Courtyard Cafe) and the Red Tub
W Three Rivers Greenway
W Art galleries and interior design shops.
W Publix grocery in the former Confederate
Printing Flant
W Siate Museum, Confederate Relic Room
and EdVenture children’s museum

B Opportunities to walk from home to jobs
and entertainment
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